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Impact Statement 
(No more than two pages no less than 10pt.)
Project Title:__ NDSU’s Participation in Presidents United to Solve Hunger (PUSH) ____________________________________________________________
Issue:
Food security is an issue that cuts across a variety of populations. While it may not be readily apparent, it can also be an issue for students on our campuses.  In some situations, students may become food insecure during the course of their academic programs due to circumstances such as financial aid availability, lack of part time work opportunities, and lack of family support.  
What has been done:
We surveyed over 1,200 students (undergraduates and graduate students to determine the level of food insecurity at NDSU.  The survey also explored student’s knowledge of community resources which are available to them, their shopping and cooking habits, and their access to foods that meet their ethnic, cultural, medical, and religious preferences.  
Here are a few key findings: 
· Less than one percent of our students reported the they ‘often don’t have enough to eat’

· 5% reported ‘sometimes I don’t have enough to eat’

· Our international students had significantly higher hunger and food security concerns (39% always had enough to eat and the kinds of foods they wanted) while 59% of our non-international students always had enough to eat and the kinds of foods they wanted

· 49% of the students who had food security or hunger concerns indicated that these concerns impacted their academic success

· 4% of the respondents rated their access to food which fit their ethnic, cultural, medical or religious preferences were poor or very poor

· Students identified two strategies for addressing food and hunger issues on campus: 

· 51% said low cost dining plans from dining services would be very helpful

· 29% said having grocery items available for purchase on campus would be very helpful

Impacts/New Partnerships:
I was able to partner with staff from the Division of Student Affairs to conduct this survey.  Their assessment director played a huge role in this project and helped with project design, survey instrumentation, funding, and data summarization.  We obtained internal grant funds to hire a graduate research assistant to work with us on survey development.  She collected and summarized the data.  
Outcome of Project (societal impact/ measure of increased quality of life)
NDSU now has a great data set which explores food insecurity in our campus student population.  This data can be used to help administrators, student affairs, and student government make informed decisions regarding food security.  The next steps are to brief key campus influencers on the results of the survey including members of upper administration, staff from Dining Services and the Division of Student Affairs, and Student government leadership on the results of the survey and engage them in a discussion about what the next steps might be in addressing some of the issues which were identified in the survey.  This data may also be appropriate for a peer reviewed manuscript.  
How has your project been aided by your FSLI experience?

FSLI helped me to better understand the food security issue (grocery shopping exercise in North Carolina) and it was intriguing enough that when I was afforded the opportunity to work on this survey, I took advantage of it.  Through my FSLI experience I also knew that in order to address these issues we must be able to build linkages with other units and divisions in our universities.  It was fun to work with the Division for Student Affairs on this project because they have access to people and resources that would have been difficult for me to obtain without their involvement.  
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*If you have already written a report for your project and it is available on- line please include the link to the paper.  If you have a pdf you can send it to us and we will include a link to that from your summary page. 
