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Impact Statement 

Project Title:  Establishing a Food Safety Option in the Food Science Major at Oklahoma State University
Issue:  Due to increased Food Safety demands from consumers and increased regulations from state and federal government, Food Industry Leaders in Oklahoma came to Oklahoma State University (OSU) and asked the Vice President and Dean of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources to please add a Food Safety degree program to the curriculum.  After much discussion and several meetings, OSU administrators decided it was in the best interest of our students to add a Food Safety option in the Food Science major at Oklahoma State University.
What has been done:   Starting in the fall of 2014 with a proposed curriculum, we received approval from the university to offer a Food Safety Option starting in the fall of 2015.  With the help of a $1-million-dollar lead gift, we were able to hire our first Food Safety professor at Oklahoma State in January of 2015.  Dr. Ravi Jadeja is an Assistant Professor with a 70% teaching and 30% Extension appointment.  Dr. Jadeja developed Food Safety courses he taught in the fall of 2015.  In addition to teaching courses, Dr. Jadeja has been working with Food Processors in Oklahoma and the region to evaluate their Food Safety auditing programs.  In order to grow interest in the Food Safety option, Dr. Ranjith Ramanathan, an Assistant Professor in the OSU Department of Animal Science, is developing a Food Safety curriculum for Vocational Education Instructors to use in their high school classrooms.  This curriculum was available for teachers to use in the spring of 2016.  We are also developing educational Food Safety videos to include on our website, and to use for recruiting at the National FFA Convention, the State FFA Convention and on other recruiting trips around the country.  
Impacts/New Partnerships:  Dr. Jadeja has incorporate field trips into some of his courses that provide opportunities for students seeking the Food Safety option to visit Food Manufacturing Plants in Oklahoma and become acquainted with Food Processors.  As a result, some of the Food Processors provided internships this summer for OSU students to gain additional hands-on experience working in their plants.  We hope the internships will eventually lead to full-time employment of our student who are earning the Food Safety Option.  
Outcome of the Project (societal impact/ measure of increased quality of life):  The short term outcome is an increasing number of students choosing the Food Safety Option and planning their career in the Food Industry.  Societal impact outcomes from the Food Safety Option are yet to be seen.  However, our hope is that more and more students will become interested in Food Science and Food Safety during their high school years and come to college planning to major in Food Science with the Food Safety Option.  The U.S. food supply is the safest in the world.  If we can get more students trained in Food Safety, there will be a larger and better educated work force available to Food Manufacturers and Food Processors.  The end result should be an even safer food supply than we currently have in place.
How has your project been aided by your FSLI experience?  My project has been aided a great deal by my FSLI experience.  Starting with the brainstorming and planning stage, and continuing on through fundraising, strategizing and implementation, the leadership training I have received through the FSLI program has been invaluable.  I have utilized skills learned through FSLI to work with development officers at the OSU Foundation, as funding was one of the initial hurdles we had to clear in order to get this project off the ground.  Once funding was in place, I utilized leadership skills learned through FSLI to cultivate partnerships and develop collaboration with leaders in the Food Industry, who are also members our Food and Ag. Products Advisory Committee.  Advice from these industry leaders was valuable as we recruited the best individuals in the country to apply for our Food Safety faculty position at Oklahoma State University.  Once we had the funding secured and a faculty member in place to lead the program, it was time to develop a strategy to recruit students to the Food Safety Option, the first of its kind for undergraduate students to be found anywhere in the country.  All along the way, my FSLI training has given me the confidence and determination to see this project through to where it is today.  Although this project is not finished, we have come a long way in two years.  We have plans to hire a second professor as interest in the programs continues to grow.
Contact information: Dr. Clint Rusk – 101B Animal Science Building – Stillwater, OK 74078 – clint.rusk@okstate.edu – (405) 744-6062

*If you have already written a report for your project and it is available on- line please include the link to the paper.  If you have a pdf you can send it to us and we will include a link to that from your summary page. 
