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Impact Statement 

Project Title: Partnership between Mississippi State University (MSU) and Community Colleges in Precision Agriculture: Seamless Transition of Students to MSU
Issue: Develop memorandums of agreement that would establish partnerships between MSU and relevant community colleges in Mississippi that would facilitate the transition of community college students to programs at MSU with an emphasis in “precision agriculture”. 
What has been done: Discussions were undertaken between MSU and two community colleges, Hinds Community College (HCC), and East Mississippi Community College (EMCC), where both expressed an interest in preparing students that could transition seamlessly into relevant Precision Agriculture-based programs. To date a Memorandum of Agreement has been signed (April 2015) between MSU and HCC following meetings held on the campuses of both institutions since Fall 2014. Students graduating from HCC will be able to enter precision agriculture concentrations at MSU starting fall 2016.
Progress with EMCC has been a little slower. To help with the development of an associates program that would feed into a Precision Agriculture concentration at MSU, I proposed that an Environmental Assessment be undertaken to determine the market need for students graduating from the with a Technology Associates Degree from EMCC and/or a baccalaureate degree from MSU with an emphasis in precision agriculture and unmanned aerial systems expertise. The Environmental Assessment was undertaken during the spring semester by five MBA students in the College of Business at MSU. A presentation and a report was delivered to representatives from both EMCC and MSU (representatives from College of Engineering and College of Agriculture and Life Sciences) April 28, 2015. The recommendation from the team was that EMCC and MSU should develop a partnership in developing educational opportunities for students in the area of precision agriculture as the demand for students in the market place for such expertise is exceedingly high. 
Impacts/New Partnerships: This project has resulted in a formal memorandum of agreement with Hinds Community College. Plans are well under way to develop a curriculum at East Mississippi Community College that will enable graduates from their technology program transition to MSU in a seamless manner. A memorandum of agreement is being prepared and will formalize the partnership between EMCC and MSU. 
The timing of these partnerships has coincided with the recent announcement that Mississippi State University is the lead institute in housing an FAA Center of Excellence in Unmanned Aerial System Research and Policy Development. Utilization of unmanned aerial systems and associated technologies will play a pivotal role in the advancement of precision agriculture practices nationally and probably globally. 
The impact of these partnerships will provide the agricultural sector with highly skilled personnel to service the rapidly growing demand and application of unmanned systems and precision agriculture technologies in the agriculture sector to enhance the efficiency of food production in an environmentally sensitive and sustainable manner. The job prospects in this area are very strong and command very competitive salaries.
Outcome of Project (societal impact/ measure of increased quality of life): While there is still work to be completed the long term impact from these partnership will include more efficient and sustainable methodologies in food production to meet the increasing demand as the global population is projected to increase by an additional 2 to 2.5 billion by 2050. Providing the agricultural sector with this skilled work force will not only improve the quality of life in local communities, but also globally. 
The attached link from the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences talks briefly about career opportunities in the agriculture sector, including precision agriculture.
http://www.cals.msstate.edu/news_item.asp?id=301 
How has your project been aided by your FSLI experience? Yes, much of the programming during the FSLI workshops enabled me to work with a diverse group of people and pull together functional teams that produce a successful outcome and product.
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Here is a link to the announced partnership between Hinds Community College and Mississippi State University on April 9, 2015.

http://www.cals.msstate.edu/news_item.asp?id=311 
