[image: image1.jpg]


Impact Statement 
Project Title:__General Education Reform at Oklahoma State University
Issue:
In 2011, the OSU General Education Task Force was formed to review the General Education curriculum at Oklahoma State University. The Task Force was to consider general education at Oklahoma State University in the face of shifting educational landscapes: changing students, changing faculty, diverse societal expectations, evolving structures of higher education, and how general education serves to advance OSU’s land-grant mission. The Task Force was further to consider if there were ways to enhance student learning and reduce barriers to timely graduation through changes in OSU’s General Education program.
What has been done:
A deliberate and thorough examination of OSU’s General Education Curriculum. After a 2-year process, we submitted recommendations regarding OSU’s General Education designed to improve the learning experience and outcomes of OSU’s students, ease transfer from college to college, simplify articulation agreements, and allow the goals of general education to be included and promoted in all aspects of student life: curricular, co-curricular, and student services. Implementation of the recommendations should result in a more effective program of General Education, one supported across the academy, and one that prepares students to be successful and effective in their careers. The recommendations are being considered by University Administration and faculty through the appropriate venues.
Impacts/New Partnerships:
One of the major outcomes of the Task Force work was the forging of a coalition of groups from across the campus with the common goal of improving the educational outcomes of our students, the better assessment of those outcomes, and the recognition that the goals of general education are as much about co-curricular opportunities as they are about classroom curriculum. These include curricular, co-curricular, and student services groups with recommendations that the office of Academic Affairs should identify avenues to encourage departments to implement service learning, civic engagement, teamwork, sustainability, wellness, creativity, and applied learning throughout the curriculum, within and beyond general education. 
Outcome of Project (societal impact/ measure of increased quality of life)
The outcomes recommended by the Task Force is under review.

How has your project been aided by your FSLI experience?

My FSLI experience helped me conduct my project by providing me with tools to lead change. Those tools were primarily in the methods I learned for envisioning, organizing and directing the change process, and through improved methods of managing the people involved in the change.
Contact information:
W. Stephen Damron, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean of Academic Programs

and Professor of Animal Science

136 Ag. Hall

Oklahoma State University

Phone: 405-744-5395

steve.damron@okstate.edu

*If you have already written a report for your project and it is available on- line please include the link to the paper.  If you have a pdf you can send it to us and we will include a link to that from your summary page. 
http://academicaffairs.okstate.edu/task-force/71-advcouncil-gen-ed-task-force
