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Bob Easter grew up on a grain and livestock farm in Southwest 
Texas, earned his undergraduate and master’s degrees in 
agriculture at Texas A&M and his doctorate in swine nutrition and 
production at the University of Illinois in 1976.   
 

He then joined the UI College of Agriculture faculty where he taught swine production 
and nutrition courses, directed MS and PhD student research in swine nutrition 
research, served as Head of the Animal Sciences Department, Dean of the College of 
Agriculture, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Interim Chancellor of the Urbana 
campus and for the three years prior to his retirement in May 2015 as President of the 
University of Illinois system.  As an emeritus professor he currently holds a part-time 
appointment in the National Center for Research and Professional Ethics. 
 
He is a Fellow of the American Society of Animal Science and an honorary member of 
the American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers. 
 
In 2008 President George W. Bush appointed him as Chair of the Agricultural Advisory 
Board for the US Agency for International Development.  
 
He serves on the boards of five non-governmental organizations (The Lincoln Academy 
of Illinois, The Illinois Agriculture Leadership Foundation, The Illinois State Fair 
Association; Supporters of Agricultural Research (SoAR) and the Riley Memorial 
Foundation).  He is also on the board of Aptimmune, a swine biologics company.  He is 
an advisor to the ADM Institute for the Prevention of Post-Harvest Loss and to the 
USAID Soybean Innovation Lab. 


